Questions for high school students visiting

THE MUSEUM OF THE CONFEDERACY

THE CONFEDERATE YEARS (MAIN LEVEL)

1. Name the first southern state to secede from the Union and list its secession date.

2. When did Virginia secede?

3. Name four types of work for which the Confederate army used African Americans.

4. List three artifacts displayed in the “First Manassas” case.

5. In the battle of First Manassas, Thomas Jackson received a nickname that has
remained with him to this day. What was the nickname? By whom was it given?

6. List two Confederate cavalry commanders and one artifact related to each of them.

7. What played a key role in the Confederate victory at Fredericksburg?

8. After which battle did “Stonewall” Jackson die? What caused “Stonewall” Jackson’s
death?



9. Name four items in General Lee’s headquarters tent display case.

10. Use the artifacts in the Gettysburg case to name three Confederate generals who
participated in the battle fought July 1% —3" 1863. The charge of Pickett’s and
Pettigrew’s divisions up Cemetery Ridge on the third day is referred to by many
historians as what?

11. Find the glass vial with a message inside. It is thought that this message was a plea
to General Johnston to rescue what city? What was the city’s fate?

12. There is an item on display demonstrating how General Sherman’s army broke down
the infrastructure of the South. What is the item and what were items like this
nicknamed?

13. Trenches were an important part of what campaign?

14. Where did Robert E. Lee surrender his army on April 9, 1865 and to whom?

15. What rumor circulated in the Northern press following the capture of Jefferson
Davis?



BETWEEN THE BATTLES (UPPER LEVEL)

Gallery 1
1. How was the majority of a soldiers time spent?

2. Use the facts listed under “Who was ‘Jonny Reb’?” to describe the average
Confederate soldier?

3. Find the coat of William Remick Hodge. Does he fit the description of the average
Confederate soldier?

4. Find the brogans. John Worsham wrote that he covered ___milesin 6 ¥2 hours.
Is this a typical days march?

5. Describe the importance of music to soldier life.

6. Name the three branches of the army that engaged in combat and describe the role of
each.

Gallery 2 (as you enter, go LEFT)
7. Find the kettle. According to Robert E. Lee, what effect did short rations have on the
men?



8. Find the tobacco and coffee beans. Why did fraternization occur between
Confederate and Union soldiers?

9. Name three ways soldiers spent time in camp.

10. Find the field desk. What types of paperwork might a company or regimental
commander be responsible for?

11. Name three things that soldiers wrote home about.

Gallery 3 (as you enter, go LEFT)
12. Find the Bible with the bullet hole through it. Why did religion become more
important to many soldiers during the war?

13. How many soldiers died from disease during the war? What resulted in the deaths of
more soldiers than anything else?

14. For what was the trephine used?



15. Find the miniature chess set. How many Confederate soldiers died in Northern
prison camps? Why did so many die?

16. There are many images of soldiers on the last wall. Find one soldier who survived
the war; record his name and what become of him. Find one soldier who did not
survive the war; record his name and tell how he died.

LOWER LEVEL

1. What two Confederate generals are depicted in the large painting at the bottom of the
stairs? What is the title of this painting?

VIRGINIA AND THE CONFEDERACY: A QUADRICENTENNIAL
PERSPECTIVE

1. Find the Great Seal of the Confederacy. The image of what Founding Father is
displayed on it?

2. Go to the “State and Union” panel. According to the map of slaveholding and
secession in Virginia 1860 — 1869, what percentage of the people in Richmond
owned slaves? How did Richmond area delegates vote on secession?

3. Go to the “Slavery” panel. Find two documents that show slaves were considered
property in Virginia.



10.

Find the letter from Colonel Robert E. Lee to General Winfield Scott. What is the
purpose of the letter? Besides the fact that both men were officers in the U.S.
Army, what else did these two men have in common?

. Find the facsimile of Virginia’s secession ordinance (case on right side of back

wall). What former U.S. President signed it?

Find the swords of General J.E.B. Stuart, Brigadier General Philip St. George
Cooke, and General John R. Cooke. How were these men related? What does it
show you about the Civil War?

Find the sword of John Quincy Marr (left case on back wall). For what “first” is
he remembered? When was he killed?

Go to the “Battleground of a Nation” panel. How many military events took
place in Virginia? How many casualties occurred on Virginia soil?

Go to the center and find the case with the doll in it. List two ways that civilians
suffered during the war.

Go to the panel entitled “Results of War.” Find the engraving of Lincoln riding
through the streets of Richmond? What date did African Americans celebrate as a
holiday in the years following the Civil War?



11. On this same panel, find the membership certificate of J.E. Jennings? How did
white Southerners try to restrict the rights of African Americans in the latter part
of the nineteenth century?

12. Go to the “Lost Cause” panel. What are the basic ideas of “lost cause” ideology?

13. How did Southerners memorialize their soldiers and fallen heroes?

14. What two Confederate elements are present on the Richmond city flag adopted in
1914? When was this flag replaced?

15. Go to the “Virginia and the Confederacy Today” panel. Name two ways the Civil
War is still being “fought” or debated today. Do you think this is good? Why or
why not?



ART OF THE CONFEDERACY (LOWER LEVEL)

1. Name three types of art on display in this exhibit.

2. Pick one piece of art. Describe it and list the title, artist and medium (ie. watercolor,
oil, etc.)



